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Chapter 8 − Selection Considerations for 
Stormwater BMPs  
Introduction 
This chapter provides guidance on selecting 
appropriate structural stormwater Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) based on the type 
of proposed land development activity, the 
applicable stormwater management 
requirements, the physical characteristics of the 
site, and other factors. The information 
presented in this chapter is intended to help 
designers and reviewers: 

 Screen out unsuitable BMPs for a project 
site 

 Select the most appropriate BMPs for a 
project site 

 Locate stormwater BMPs appropriately on 
a project site 

 Demonstrate that all reasonable efforts 
have been taken to comply with the stormwater management standards and performance 
criteria. 

The BMP selection process and factors presented in this chapter are applicable to new 
development and redevelopment activities, as well as stormwater retrofits. Chapter 9 - 
Stormwater Retrofits contains additional information on selection considerations specifically for 
stormwater retrofits. Other selection factors may also be considered in addition to those 
described in this chapter. 

Stormwater BMP Selection Process 
The flowchart in Figure 8- 1 outlines a recommended process for selecting stormwater BMPs for 
a given project and site to meet the applicable retention, treatment, and peak runoff attenuation 
requirements addressed in Chapter 4 - Stormwater Management Standards and Performance 
Criteria of this Manual. The process is focused on selection of structural stormwater BMPs after: 

 Initial data has been collected to define existing site conditions 

 Stormwater retention, treatment, and peak runoff attenuation requirements have been 
determined based on the stormwater management standards and performance criteria 
(Chapter 4 - Stormwater Management Standards and Performance Criteria) 

What’s New in this Chapter? 

 Updated BMP selection matrices 
consistent with re-organized 
functional classifications 

 New flowchart to aid in the BMP 
selection process for a given 
project and site 

 Prioritization of retention BMPs in 
the selection process consistent 
with updated stormwater 
management standards and 
performance criteria 

 New selection factors related to 
climate resilience 




