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from the adverse impacts of stormwater 
runoff. States like Connecticut, which are 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) authorized, are required to 
address stormwater pollution from three 
potential sources: construction activities, 
municipal separate storm sewer systems 
(MS4s), and industrial activities. While the 
NPDES permits are the driver for the 
requirements, this Manual provides guidance 
for operators of these sources to evaluate and 
select the best stormwater design options to 
meet the requirements in these various 
permits. The guidance provided in this Manual is applicable to post-construction stormwater 
controls for new development, redevelopment, and upgrades to existing development (i.e., 
retrofits).  

The Manual emphasizes the use of source controls and pollution prevention, non-structural Low 
Impact Development (LID) site planning and design strategies, and structural stormwater Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). Related topics such as construction-phase soil erosion and 
sediment control and storm drainage system design are integral components of a 
comprehensive stormwater management strategy. These topics, which are included in the 
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Adoption of this Manual 
This manual will be used for guidance immediately upon its effective date. Any design that has 
completed preliminary design phase (approximately 50% of full design), however, as of the 
effective date will not be subject to this updated guidance. If this is the status of your project, 
you must immediately communicate this to the appropriate review authority. However, all 
projects received or permitted after one year from publication must comply with the updated 
Manuals. Any reference in DEEP General Permits for adherence to the guidelines, criteria, 
recommendations and/or requirements specified in the Manual shall be considered to have 
adopted these dates and criteria.

Any references in municipal regulations shall at least meet the dates above, but, if they so 
choose may adopt an earlier date of compliance with the updated guidance.  

Purpose of the Manual 
The Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual 
(Manual) provides guidance on the measures What’s New in this Chapter?
necessary to protect the waters of Connecticut 

 Summary of major revisions to the
Manual and where to find information 
on future updates 

 Updates to the organization and use 
of the Manual 

 Updates to the applicability and 
regulatory basis of the Manual 

 Updated descriptions of federal, state,
and local regulatory stormwater 
programs as they relate to the Manual 
(moved to the Manual appendices) 




